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MAKING HISTORY

USF ST. PETERSBURGER

ENDING OPPORTUNITIES

Internationally recognized academic
journal “The Historian” now resides at
USF St. Petersburg, following its new
editor Adrian O’Connor.

Move aside Rocky, USF St. Petersburg
has a new mascot. Students are being
urged to vote for the toppings on the
USF St. Petersburger, a massive patty
being offered by the Reef.

USF St. Petersburg inexplicably
ended the STING RAY program.
Quan Jones explains why this
decision hurts the entire campus.
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Surprised? Genshaft knew
By Jeffrey Waitkevich
jwaitkevich@mail.usf.edu
and Whitney Elfstrom
welfstrom@mail.usf.edu

W

hen
the
St.
Petersburg campus
learned in January
that the Legislature was
considering abolishing its
accreditation, the news landed
like a bombshell.
In both St. Petersburg and
Tampa, USF administrators
said they were caught off
guard.
USF system President Judy
Genshaft “was as surprised as
we were,” interim Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
said at a St. Petersburg campus
forum Jan. 19.
As it turns out, however,
Genshaft was surprised in
October – not January. And
she apparently kept the news
to herself.
She
acknowledged
at
a Campus Board meeting
on
Thursday
that
she
learned about the “notion of
consolidation” of the three
USF system campuses in
“mid-fall semester … and
>> SEE SURPRISE on P2
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David Thompson criticized a front page of The Crow’s Nest in his address, saying “‘Campus in Crisis?’ Does this look like a
‘Campus in Crisis’?” He also said that hanging up the issue sporting the “Genshafted again?” headline was spreading fear on
campus.

Controversy continues to swirl

By Jeffrey Waitkevich
jwaitkevich@mail.usf.edu
and Whitney Elfstrom
welfstrom@mail.usf.edu

I

f the St. Petersburg campus
is returned to the control
of USF Tampa, leaders
there promise to invest in
engineering, health care and
marine science programs in
St. Petersburg and deliver
what they call “doctoral
level education and research
activities” here as well.
That commitment came
last week in a letter from Brian
Lamb, chairman of the USF
system Board of Trustees,
to two state legislators who
are championing a bill that
would abolish the separate
accreditation of USF St.
Petersburg and USF SarasotaManatee and put them under
USF Tampa.

THE CROW’S NEST
Since 1969

The trustees, who are
“very encouraged by the
possibilities presented in the
consolidation proposal,” will
now direct USF leaders to
begin a feasibility study and
timeline for investing in new
programs in St. Petersburg
and Sarasota-Manatee, Lamb
wrote.
The Lamb letter came
as the two legislators and
USF system President Judy
Genshaft sought to counter
mounting
opposition
to
the bill from political and
business leaders in Pinellas
County and some professors,
administrators and retirees on
the St. Petersburg campus.
USF St. Petersburg “has no
desire to be the Chechnya to
the empire in Tampa,” retired
government professor Darryl
Paulson wrote in a column in
the Tampa Bay Times. “We

are proud to be part of the
USF family, but we have no
desire to be dominated by Big
Brother.”
As controversy continued
to swirl:
**Genshaft assured the St.
Petersburg Campus Board, a
five-member group of Pinellas
residents that helps govern the
St. Petersburg campus, that
the university system will not
go back to operating the way it
did before receiving separate
accreditation.
“That was stifling, that
was not creative, that was
not impressive,” she said,
promising that the identity
of USF St. Petersburg will
remain intact.
**The St. Petersburg City
Council and two legislators
called on the bill’s main
champions, Sen. Jeff Brandes,
R-St. Petersburg, and Rep.

Chris
Sprowls,
R-Palm
Harbor, to shelve the proposal
until its impact can be fully
studied. (Story, page x/this
page).
**Pinellas
County
Commissioner Ken Welch, a
USF St. Petersburg graduate
and
third-generation
St.
Petersburg resident, joined
others in warning that
consolidation of the three
campuses might harm the
admission of minority students
in St. Petersburg. (Story, page
x/this page).
**A Student Government
petition
opposing
consolidation stalled amid a
dispute between Student Body
President David Thompson
and two student senators.
(Story, page x/this page).
**A
student
petition
drive opposing consolidation
seemed to fizzle, with only

150 signatures. Its sponsor
vowed to renew her efforts.
(Story, page x).
For 41 years, the then-tiny
campus in St. Petersburg was a
satellite to the rapidly growing
main campus 34 miles away in
Tampa.
But after a legislative
attempt to sever St. Petersburg
from Tampa narrowly failed
in 2000, lawmakers and
Tampa administrators began
giving more authority to St.
Petersburg.
That culminated in 2006,
when the St. Petersburg
campus
won
separate
accreditation – a development
that gave the campus a jolt of
energy and started a decade
of growth in admissions,
academic
programs
and
prestige.
In an interview on WUSF
>> SEE SWIRL on P3

THE CROW’S NEST IS THE WEEKLY STUDENT NEWSPAPER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA ST.
PETERSBURG. ALL CONTENT IN THE PUBLICATION IS PRODUCED BY USFSP STUDENTS. SINGLE COPIES FREE.

Feburary 5, 2018

House Bill 423:
Students fail to act
By Emily Wunderlich
ewunderlich@mail.usf.edu

A

student-led
petition
drive opposing the
bill that would end
USF St. Petersburg’s separate
accreditation has drawn only
150 signatures.
But its author, junior
marketing major Mariah
McQueen, vows to continue
her efforts this week.
“I’m
setting
my
expectations higher for myself
and my peers, who I want to
share the petition,” she said.
USF
St.
Petersburg
students’
longstanding
reluctance to get involved in
things is one of her obstacles,
McQueen said.
“We’ve always had an issue
with student involvement,”
she said. “What I hope to get
out of this experience is to find
something that students want
to be involved in.
“I feel like that might bring
us together – if we have a
cause worth fighting for.”
Student apathy is old news
at USFSP.
When Student Government
surveyed interest in bringing

COURTESY OF MARIAH MCQUEEN

The petition against seperate accrediation was created by
Mariah McQueen in order for students to have a voice in the
decision.

Greek life to campus, only
500 people responded. That’s
10 percent of the student
population.
The turnout for last
semester’s student Senate
elections was even worse,
with half as many votes as the
Greek life response.
McQueen said she still
hopes her petition will draw
reach 1,000 signatures.

With
faculty
and
administrators reluctant to
voice their opinions for fear
of jeopardizing their jobs,
student opinion matters more
than ever, McQueen said.
The petition is at: https://
www.ipetitions.com/petition/
students-and-alumni-againsthb-423

Meat the USFSP burger
By Jeffrey Waitkevich
jwaitkevich@mail.usf.edu

I

t’s bigger. It’s badder.
It’s burger.
Sodexo and The
Reef are unveiling a new
8-ounce burger with four
toppings voted on by students:
the USF St. Petersburger.
Mark Davidson, executive
chef of Sodexo, hopes the
burger will become a staple of
USF St. Petersburg.
“Burger King has the
Whopper; McDonald’s has its
Big Mac; we just wanted us to
have our signature burger …
one that students could call
their own,” said Davidson.
The burger is expected to
cost more than a normal burger
because it will have double the
meat; however, the toppings
have yet to be decided.
Voting, which is being
conducted on The Reef’s
Facebook page, has been
extended due to poor student
involvement. As of Friday,
the leading contenders for the
four toppings are bacon and
avocado with 18 votes each,
fried egg with 15 votes, and
cheese fries and pico de gallo
tied for the final topping, both
with 13 votes.
The burger is part of The
Reef’s marketing initiative
to keep the grill interesting.
Davidson said that this
could lead to “pick your
own sandwich of the month”
contests in the future.
Margarita
Schneider,

BRIANNA RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

Voting for the USF St. Petersburger has been extended due
to poor student turnout.

marketing
and
event
coordinator
for
Sodexo,
put up signs in The Reef to
advertise the contest. She also
led the social media charge
by sharing the poll in various
USF St. Petersburg-related
groups as well as The Reef’s
Facebook page.
On the Facebook page,
“The Reef at Usfsp,”
Schneider
recommended
non-traditional toppings, like
potato chips, salami, Doritos
and ranch.
Her rationale was that if
she recommended outlandish
suggestions, it would open
the poll for nearly limitless
suggestions.
“[Students] will see we

will actually go out and get
whatever ingredients they
want,” said Schneider.
When asked about similar
projects, Davidson pointed
to a previous 8-ounce burger
at The Reef called the
“Bodacious Burger,” which
was only served after 4 p.m.
The USF St. Petersburger
will also only be served at
dinner time because of how
long the extra meat takes to
cook. This will likely limit the
consumers to mostly residential
students, said Davidson.
And just in case a giant
burger with four toppings isn’t
enough, fries will be included
in the meal.

THE C ROW ’S NE ST
Swirl, continued from P1
Public Media last week,
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick
Kriseman joined the chorus of
Pinellas leaders calling for a
halt in the legislation until its
impact can be fully studied.
St.
Petersburg
and
Sarasota-Manatee were for
many “largely ignored by
Tampa (administrators) and all
the resources were funneled
into Tampa,” he said.
“We don’t want to go back
to being an afterthought,”
Kriseman said.
In his letter last week,
Lamb, a banker who became
chairman of the USF system
Board of Trustees in 2016,
sought to offer assurances that
the concerns of Kriseman and
others will be answered with
specific commitments to the
St. Petersburg campus.
If the bill becomes law,
he wrote, the trustees are
“committed to investing in
engineering, health care and
marine science programs in
St. Petersburg. In addition,
the BOT (Board of Trustees)
commits to delivering doctoral
level education and research
activities responsive to local
needs and market demands.”
Lamb, who was a point
guard on the USF basketball
team in the 1990s, did not
offer specifics. And university
administrators did not have
many specifics either.
If the bill passes, university
spokeswoman Lara Wade
wrote in an email to The Crow’s
Nest, “a comprehensive USF
system plan will be created
which will be completed in
2019 and will address those
specific investments.”
A nationally recognized
College of Marine Science is
on the St. Petersburg campus
already, but it is for graduate
students and falls under the
control of Tampa.
Further
investments
in marine science in St.
Petersburg would “need to
be worked out by faculty
during the planning phase” if
the bill becomes law, interim
Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock said.
And what doctoral-level
education and research activities
might come to St. Petersburg?
“A doctoral program such
as educational leadership or
related may serve our county
very well,” Tadlock said in
an email. “We have several
employees in that program
who travel to Tampa. Doctoral
programs that support people
already in public and higher
education seem to be needed
in this county (Pinellas).”
He
added
that
“a
commitment to engineeringrelated programming and
health-related programming
and doctoral programs is
good to see, because we’ve
wanted to provide those in
St. Petersburg anyway.”
At a “State of the
Campus” presentation on
Thursday, student Justine
Ortiz challenged Tadlock’s
assurances that the proposed
consolidation would not
damage the St. Petersburg

JONAH HINEBAUGH| THE CROW’S NEST

Student body president
David Thompson and interim
Regional Chancellor Martin
Tadlock came together
Thursday to address concerns
surrounding HB 423.

campus’ distinct identity.
“So you say you’re
going to preserve USF St.
Pete’s identity during this
merger,” said Justine Ortiz, a
sophomore political science
major from Westchester,
New York. “How can you be
sure of this if you’re not even
sure you’ll be in the same job
afterwards?”
Tadlock, who became
interim
chancellor
after
Regional Chancellor Sophia
Wisniewska was ousted by
Genshaft in September, replied
that he is an at-will employee
who works at the pleasure of
Genshaft.
Tadlock said he took what
he called “12 concerns” to
Tallahassee late last month
when he, Genshaft and
Thompson, the student body
president, met with legislators
to discuss the consolidation
proposal (see concerns below).
“I think [the legislators]
viewed it very favorably,”
said Tadlock.
The legislative sponsors,
Genshaft and Lamb have all
stressed that consolidation
of the three campuses would
mean St. Petersburg and
Sarasota-Manatee would get
some of the extra state funding
that the Tampa campus stands
to receive as a so-called preeminent state university.
Proponents of the plan say
it would become easier for
USF students to take classes
on any campus and help
students earn degrees more
quickly and at less cost.
But some faculty in St.
Petersburg are uneasy about
the potential implications for
professors in hiring, promotion
and tenure.
One of them is John
W. Arthur, a professor of
anthropology since 2003.
“My concern is if HB 423
passes, how much autonomy
will remain on our campus
regarding our curriculum,
tenure and promotion, college
and department governance,”
said Arthur. “My hope is that
the details of the bill would
reach the campus and county
communities
before
the
legislature votes so we have
a chance to have our voices
heard.”
The Crow’s Nest Arts
and Life editor Anna Bryson
contributed to this report.
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New dorms postponed until 2020
By Emily Vsetula
Contributor
Those looking forward to
the new dormitories at USF
St. Petersburg will have to
wait another year.
The Board of Trustees voted to remove the proposed top
floor conference center, which
will delay the building’s completion until fall 2020. The
dormitories were initially expected to be completed in fall
2019.
The conference center was
axed due to a lack of external
funding, causing the project to
go through a redesign and delaying construction.
The setback won’t come
cheap, as the price of the project is expected to increase
from $49.5 to $54 million as a
result of the delay.
“Prices go up over time,”
said Martin Tadlock, interim regional chancellor. “The
price of materials change,
and in the redesign there were
some additional structural
changes to the facility that
cost more money.”
The structural modifications were necessary to make
the supplementary building
sturdier than the previous design presented.
The university is in partnership with EdR, a collegiate
housing developer that has
specialized in high-quality
collegiate housing communities since 1964. The project
is a public private partnership
(P3), which allows USF St.
Petersburg to take on the con-
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The development of the new dorms have been postponed to the fall of 2020. The Board of Trustees decided to remove part
of the design which will delay the proposed building by another year which will lead to a higher cost.

struction project with minimal
risk and financial impact.
The 10-story residence hall
will be built on Sixth Avenue
S., between Third and Fourth
Street. The university’s current residence halls are at 112
percent capacity, so this new
project will accommodate
some of those overages.
“We’ve run the price comparisons to all of the local
apartment complexes here and
it is, of course, more affordable for students and that’s the

goal,” said Tadlock.
As the number of students
living on campus grows, another predicament arises:
USF St. Petersburg has
a limited amount of parking spaces for students, including seven floors in the
parking garage and several
smaller parking lots scattered around campus.
Around 550 new students
are expected to inhabit the
new dorms, causing an increased demand for parking.

Surprise, continued from P1

JEFFREY WAITKEVICH | THE CROW’S NEST

USF System President Judy Genshaft (pictured) knew about the separate accreditation bill
in late October, while the rest of the world was unaware until mid-January.

“Someone, whether it was
President Genshaft or the
Board of Trustees, had to
know that this was coming

because things don’t just happen in a vacuum (in Tallahassee) … That’s not the way it
works.”

Tadlock, who became the
interim regional chancellor
after Wisniewska was ousted,

“We have signed an agreement with PSTA and the city
of St. Petersburg to bring
electric buses to the city and
an electric charging station,
adjacent to the new facility,“
Tadlock said. “That will be in
place within the next year.”
New students often feel
discouraged from bringing
their cars to St. Petersburg
because there simply isn’t
enough room on campus.
“In the short-term, what we
really want to do is encourage

more public transportation,
more bicycle accessibility,
more walking,” Tadlock said.
Administration is working
to create more student parking
on campus, including an expansion of the parking garage.
“It’s going forward, and
there’s strong commitment to
it,” said Tadlock. “We’re excited to get it done.”

said he did not learn about the
proposal until the day before
the story broke in the news
media in January.
Genshaft “has stated that
she was surprised when she
learned about the legislation,”
Tadlock wrote in an email to
The Crow’s Nest. “I have no
reason to doubt that.”
She did not discuss the bill
with him until the day he
learned about it, he wrote.
On Friday and Saturday,
The Crow’s Nest repeatedly
sought to reach Brandes, the
legislator who alerted Genshaft in October that legislation might be brewing.
In an email, the newspaper
asked Brandes if he also alerted anyone on the St. Petersburg campus, why legislators
waited until after the session
began to introduce the proposal, why they buried it in a
52-page bill, and how he was
reacting to the widespread opposition in Pinellas County.
On Saturday afternoon,
Brandes’ legislation assistant
emailed that he would not
be available to discuss those
questions until this week.

plied when The Crow’s Nest
asked why the president did
not alert the St. Petersburg
campus when she learned in
October that legislators were
considering a proposal to
abolish St. Petersburg’s separate accreditation:
“The issue of the USF system structure has been an ongoing discussion at the state
level for years – especially as
it relates to reporting, efficiencies, budget, data and metric
collection.
“In Florida, USF is the only
university that has independent accreditation for each of
its three campuses. Therefore,
discussing if this is the most
efficient way to continue operating is a topic that is discussed frequently.
“I think the president (Genshaft) and several legislators
have made it clear that when
that issue was raised in conversation late last year it was
one of several options that
were potentially under consideration, including making no
changes at all.
“Until legislation was proposed, it would have been irresponsible to speculate about
that potential with a broader
community.”

Genshaft’s explanation
This is how Genshaft
spokeswoman Lara Wade re-
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Historic journal calls USFSP home
By Luke Cross
lukecross@mail.usf.edu

T

he
second
largest
scholarly journal of
history is now housed at
USF St. Petersburg.
“The Historian” has been
continuously published since
1938 and was based in USF
Tampa until Assistant Professor
of History Adrian O’Connor
assumed the role of editor.
O’Connor
filled
the
editorship position after Kees
Boterbloem, professor of
history at USF Tampa, stepped
down after a decade.
“He wanted to give the
position to somebody, and
thought it desirable to be
someone in the USF system,”
said O’Connor. “He surveyed
colleagues and somebody
recommended me to him.”
The journal’s migration
to USF St. Petersburg is
significant for the campus’
reputation and its students.
“It holds two different
positions for historians. As
a scholarly peer-reviewed
journal, it’s publishing cutting
edge research, new historical
findings and new arguments,”
said O’Connor. “It also, in
its affiliation with Phi Alpha
Theta, provides opportunities
and benefits for undergraduate
and graduate students.”
Phi Alpha Theta is a
national
honor
society
with 970 chapters and
over 400,000 members. Its
headquarters are currently
housed in USF Tampa.

“There
have
been
discussions of bringing Phi
Alpha Theta here before, but
bringing the journal here will
serve as a catalyst for change,”
said O’Connor.
Membership in the honor
society brings a number of
benefits for participating
students.
Phi Alpha Theta provides
competitive financial aid
opportunities for its members
through essay competitions
and stipends for prospective
graduate students.
The society also holds
a conference every two
years, where students and
faculty present research.
O’Connor believes this would
“help develop a culture of
undergraduate and graduate
student research on campus.”
Members of Phi Alpha
Theta are given a oneyear subscription to the
journal, allowing students to
simultaneously “participate
in the present of the historical
profession, and also help to
shape its future by getting
into the reading lists of
recent graduates, those who
will be shaping the field in
20 years.
“The journal is about
the past, of the present, and
it is shaping the yet to be
determined historical future,”
O’Connor said.
One student will be
given the opportunity to
be an editorial assistant to
O’Connor, directly affecting

the journal’s content.
“There’s
an
assistant
in Tampa, but given the
dual location problem with
Phi Alpha Theta and split
campuses, I asked to have
an editorial assistant here. I
wanted to ensure that student
benefit was also coming to St.
Petersburg,” said O’Connor.
O’Connor
says
the
editorial assistant offers
experience
in
academic
publishing,
providing
a
student the opportunity to do
“everything from reviewing
manuscripts when they first
come in, to corresponding

with scholars around the
world, and learning how to
edit professional historians.
“It’s a good experience,
and not one that I know of
in any other undergraduate
program,” said O’Connor.
Beyond
individual
stipends and assistantships,
the journal’s arrival will have
lasting impacts on the entire
campus’ academic capacity.
“We really are hoping to
integrate this into the history
curriculum, to bring the
process of publishing into
classes,” said O’Connor.
On a larger scale, hosting

“The Historian” cements USF
St. Petersburg’s position as an
international campus and a
gateway for academic voices
around the globe.
“It will bring in local
benefits for the campus,
but also open the door for
discussion with scholars
around the world,” said
O’Connor. “It’s a nice
microcosm of the local and
global intersection that makes
this campus work really well,
and will make the journal
work well alongside it.”

COURTESY OF USFSP | THE CROW’S NEST

USF St. Petersburg Assistant Professor of History Adrian O’Connor is the new editor for
“The Historian,” a scholarly journal that “will bring local benefits to the campus.”
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St. Pete Unfiltered seeks justice for city
By Dylan Hart
Contributor

S

t. Petersburg is in the
midst of a long-standing,
multi-million
gallon
sewage crisis – but one local
documentary team is looking
to bring awareness to the
issue.
“St.
Pete
Unfiltered”
started out as a meager video
project about recent spills, but
as the team discovered more
information about the issues
surrounding the city’s sewer
system, the documentary
quickly ballooned into a much
larger project.
“[The sewage problems]
got a lot of news coverage in
2015 and 2016,” said Caroline
Smith, executive producer
of the documentary. “But I
found a lot of people didn’t
actually know about it, and the
people who did know about
it assumed that it had been
resolved, which it definitely
has not been. So we wanted to
create a little bit of awareness
about the issue.”

The 10-person group
working on the project moved
on to create Listen Up, Florida
LLC, seeking to expand the
documentary to become a
feature-length film on the
subject, rather than the short
three-minute video originally
intended.
Listen Up, Florida says
that, in addition to awareness,
they are pushing to convince
St. Petersburg officials to
switch the consent order
to a consent decree, which
includes more measurable
penalties should the city fail to
bring their infrastructure up to
standard.
“We’ve been doing a
lot of extensive interviews
with experts, everyone from
government officials to plant
operators and other experts,”
said Smith.
Smith also stresses that
the documentary intends to
be as objective as possible,
avoiding narration and instead
displaying
news
stories,
interviews and statistical

information and allowing
viewers to draw conclusions
for themselves.
In 2015, the city of St.
Petersburg closed one of its
four water treatment facilities,
a sewage plant located near
Albert Whitted Airport.
Once the water treatment
plant
closed,
discharges
started to occur – millions
of gallons of sewage were
dumped into Tampa Bay,
violating the Clean Water Act
and significantly damaging
the environment.
St. Petersburg is under
a lawsuit with the Suncoast
Waterkeeper organization, as
well as other environmental
protection organizations, due
to their violation of the CWA.
The city is also under a consent
order to put more money into
their infrastructure.
“St. Pete Unfiltered” will
be premiering at the Gasparilla
International Film Festival on
March 24 at Tampa’s Muvico
Ybor. An unfinished version
of the film will be screened

COURTESY OF LISTEN UP, FLORIDA LLC

“St. Pete Unfiltered,” a documentary bringing awareness to St.
Petersburg’s sewage spills, is showing a draft at 6:30 p.m. at The
Edge on Monday, Feb. 12.
at 6:30 p.m. at The Edge on think,” said Smith. “We’re
Monday, Feb. 12 for faculty also really open to criticism
and students.
and ideas about what else
“We’re hoping students students would like to see as
will come out, check it out, we continue our research.”
and let us know what they

Student Government senator’s
resolution to HB 423 delayed

By Jeffrey Waitkevich
jwaitkevich@mail.usf.edu

O

ne student leader
wants to join the war
against the separate
accreditation bill, and he
thinks it’s time Student
Government follows suit.
But student body president
David Thompson disagrees,
contending that it is premature
to take a stand.
At issue is a resolution
proposed by Kevin Castle,
a senior biology major and
Student Government senior,
warning that the proposed
legislation
could
hinder
growth and decision-making
on the St. Petersburg campus.
His resolution calls for
the student senate to oppose
House Bill 423 “due to the
risks and uncertainties that it
places on our campus’ success
and future.”
The resolution was delayed
last week, however, when
Thompson helped persuade
a senate committee to defer
action, at least for now.
Thompson said he would
prefer that the committee not
take a stand because he is
working with legislators to
resolve student concerns.
He also persuaded Senate
president Emilie Morris, a
co-sponsor of the resolution,
not to defend it before the
committee, Castle said.
“There’s nothing really
wrong, in my opinion, with
coming out against the bill
immediately and amending
that later, if necessary,” Castle
said. “But an immediate
denouncement of the bill, in

my opinion, is necessary.”
If Student Government
waits too long, he said, it will
be too late for its voices to be
heard and seriously considered
by the Legislature.
However, Thompson said
that he felt there was no need
to pass a resolution against
the bill and then flip as new
information comes out.
As the St. Petersburg
campus
followed
developments on the bill
last week, Thompson and
Castle jousted verbally on
the proposal and on USF
system
President
Judy
Genshaft, who has repeatedly
stressed the potential benefits
of consolidating the three
campuses of the USF system.
Castle took credit for
posting copies of the Jan. 22
The Crow’s Nest and its banner
headline
–
“Genshafted
again?” – around campus.
“I was told by David that
I was spreading fear around
campus and that it was
irresponsible of me to do so
because of the effect it would
have on students,” Castle said.
Thompson has criticized
another The Crow’s Nest
banner headline – “Campus In
Crisis” – that was published
after Genshaft abruptly ousted
former Regional Chancellor
Sophia
Wisniewska
in
September.
In an interview with
the newspaper last week,
Thompson said, “We need
to be very careful with
the information (on the
proposal to abolish USFSP’s
accreditation) and how we
present it … To share this news

without any context, without
any information for students,
that was irresponsible.”
Castle said he asked
students if they felt the
newspaper was spreading fear
and doing more harm than
good. They responded with
puzzled looks, saying that the
fear comes from the bill itself
and the lack of information, he
said.
Castle attended a Campus
Board meeting on Thursday
and
noticed
what
he
called Genshaft’s apparent
disinterest while Thompson
and Faculty Senate president
Debra Sinclair were speaking.
While it appeared that
Genshaft was generally not
listening or paying attention, it
was especially noticeable that
she got up to get coffee while
Thompson and Sinclair were
speaking and seemed more
focused more on the amount
of sugar than the updates,
Castle said.
“I feel like that is a prime
example that our campus isn’t
being taken seriously,” Castle
said. “If we have leadership
like that who isn’t giving us
their full attention on this
kind of a big topic matter, I
think that speaks volumes for
itself.”
But Thompson disagreed,
saying that Genshaft was
attentive, especially during
an 8 a.m. breakfast meeting
before the Campus Board
session.
“She
seemed
very
interested in a lot of the things
that were going on, on our
campus,” said Thompson,
adding that Genshaft was even
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Kevin Castle (pictured) opposed House Bill 423 and said
that there is “nothing wrong with coming out against the bill
immediately and amending that later, if necessary.”

taking pictures of presenters.
”So to take a minute,
three minutes, whatever,
out of a three-hour-long
presentation” to represent
President Genshaft’s feelings
is inappropriate, Thompson
said.
Castle also noted that not
every question was answered
at the State of the Campus
presentation by Thompson and
interim Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock later Thursday
because Tadlock departed
early to attend a meeting in
Tampa.
Thompson responded that
he was available after the
address to talk to students
and news media, but he didn’t
stay on stage because the Q
& A was in partnership with
Tadlock.

Moreover, Castle criticized
Thompson’s
responses,
saying, “There’s never an
exact answer…He’ll just
respond with ‘Oh, this is what
we’re working on.’”
Castle urged students to
attend Student Government
general assembly meetings,
which are held at 5 p.m.
every Monday in the USC
ballrooms.
“The majority of senators
will not be canvassing for
opinions,” he said. “So this
is the place to take action for
themselves and to not only
demand answers, but to hold
people accountable.”
Without this input and
accountability, Castle said, it is
hard for Student Government
to represent the study body
fully.
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Letter to the Editor: STING RAY
By Quan Jones

Senior Political Science Major
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University of South Florida St. Petersburg and its surrounding community. The
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readers make informed decisions on current issues. We take seriously the public’s
trust in our news reporting and strive to
uphold the highest standards of reporting
as defined by the Society of Professional
Journalists. Opinions in this newspaper do
not necessarily represent those of the administration, faculty or student body.
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Staff
Michael Moore Jr
Editor-in-Chief

roject 10 STING RAY
has been around USF St.
Petersburg since 2010, but
was ended without explanation.
As a former Project 10
STING RAY student, I have
to ask: How could the USF
system do this to us?
The traditional students
and staff on our campus
connect with the students of
STING RAY very easily and
treat them like everyone else
on campus.
These students are not
only those with intellectual
disabilities, but physical and
emotional disabilities as well.
Beyond these disabilities, we
are the same as traditional
degree-seeking
students,
taking classes and enjoying
the college experience.
Not only does this affect
our STING RAY students
as they are forced to switch
to different programs, but
traditional students and staff
are quite upset about the
unexpected change.
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Letters to The Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the
editor. All submissions should be no
more than 500 words. Writers must include their full name. In addition, USF
faculty should include their title, department and extension. All letters are
subject to editing for clarity and length.
Letters can be sent to
michaelmoor@mail.usf.edu
with subject title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP are permitted
one copy per issue. Where available,
additional copies may be purchased
for 10 cents each by contacting the
newspaper’s editor-in-chief or managing editor. Newspaper theft is a
crime. Those who violate the single
copy rule may be subject to civil and
criminal prosecution and/or university discipline.

COURTSEY OF PROJECT 10 STING RAY

Quan Jones was left dismayed after the USF system’s
decision to cancel Project 10 STING RAY in late December.
STING RAY allowed students with intellectual, physical and
emotional disabilities to enroll as non-degree seeking and
get the full college experience.

We would like to know
more answers about why this
is happening.
Is it because some in the
USF system don’t think our
program is going to benefit
anyone? Do they only want to
focus on the degree-seeking
students, or do they just want
to shut it down because they
don’t see it as part of the
Vision 20/20 Strategic Plan?
If so, they couldn’t be
more wrong.
Students from different

states came to see STING
RAY, which brought attention
to our university. The program
offered benefits for the entire
campus, benefits which died
alongside STING RAY.
What’s next for me, a
former STING RAY student,
is to get my GED, enroll at St.
Petersburg Collge and major
in journalism.
I know my path and can
achieve it without STING
RAY, but I can’t say the rest of
the students are as lucky.

The award for worst show goes to ...

Editorial

Anna Bryson
Arts & Life Editor
Luke Cross
Opinion & Features Editor
Delaney Brown
Assistant Editor

Everyone knows about this
program and how it benefits
USF St. Petersburg, especially
students that are interested
in working in the special
education field.
As soon as I heard what
happened, I questioned how
the university could do this
to us. Our students were
looking forward to a brand
new semester, and to hear this
news is a slap in the face.
I realize that our STING
RAY students who have
disabilities
only
have
limited options because they
graduated high school with a
special diploma, and going to
a university is not typically on
the list.
However, the unfortunate
truth is that earning a degree is
the only option if you want a
successful, stable career.
USF St. Petersburg offered
a great program allowing
special diploma students to
enroll as non-degree seeking
and get the experience.
But unfortunately, they
now want to turn us down
with no justification.

By Alex Eurbanks

Freshmen Mass Communications Major

Contributor

B

efore the Grammys
even began, it was clear
that the award show
was in for a controversial
night.
Pop prodigy Lorde stood at
the center of the social storm
after her mother tweeted that
only 9 percent of all Grammy
nominees in the past six years
have been women.
The tweet was later
followed by a Variety report
revealing that Lorde was
the only female nominee
for Album of the Year who
wasn’t asked to perform her
own music. The native New
Zealand singer was only asked
to perform a cover of Tom
Petty’s “American Girl.”
The show itself was
equally mishandled.
Several musicians and
celebrities turned up to the
Grammys wearing white roses
to “symbolize respect, pay
homage to new beginnings and
express hope for the future,”
according to the Time’s Up
Twitter page.
Unfortunately,
the
idea received little to no
recognition during the show,
and the #MeToo movement
was hardly mentioned.
Instead,
the
program

focused on taking shots at
the president, which rang
unfortunately
hollow
as
Kendrick Lamar stayed quiet,
leaving Logic to step up and
do his best impression of an
off-brand Lamar.
The “Fire and Fury” reading
skit was also poorly made.
Donald Trump has done
enough questionable things in
office; the show shouldn’t have
to resort to Cardi B making
fun of his eating habits.
Keeping
the
Hillary
Clinton appearance was a bad
decision after a report from the
New York Times revealed that
she protected an aid who was
accused of sexual harassment.
This rings especially true
on a night where the focus
was supposed to be bringing
added attention to sexual
assault awareness.
Alessia Cara was the only
female to win any of the
Grammys’ main awards.
American R&B singersongwriter SZA, who was
nominated for five awards,
was snubbed every time.
After not walking the Red
Carpet, Lorde came away
empty-handed as well. She
has since began sending
shots at the Grammys via
Twitter and an ad in a New
Zealand paper.
On the other hand, Ed
Sheeran, who dropped one
of the worst albums of 2017,
was chosen as both Best Pop
Performance and Best Pop
Vocal Album, robbing Lady
Gaga and Kesha in the process.
Kesha should have won.
She could have delivered a
speech about her sexual assault
at the hands of producer
Dr. Luke and how she was
temporarily forced from the
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Sza was nominated for five awards during the Grammys but
much like other artists, left empty handed.

music industry for standing up
for herself.
But instead, we get Ed
Sheeran being Ed Sheeran.
It only got worse for the
Grammys after the show
ended and the old, rich white
guys were sent out to defend
the academy for not being
more inclusive.
Grammy producer Ken
Elrich said in an interview
with Variety that Lorde wasn’t
invited to perform because
“there’s no way we can
really deal with everybody.
Sometimes people get left
out that shouldn’t, but on the
other hand, we did the best
we can to make sure that it’s
a representative and balanced
show.”
So the academy is fine
excluding Lorde, an Album
of the Year nominee, but is
completely ready to let Shaggy
and Sting perform a new song
from their future collab album
that no sane human wanted?
Got it.
Finding a way to make
things even worse, Academy
President Neil Portnow said in
an extremely condescending
interview with Variety the next
morning that women need to

“step up” if they want more
Grammys.
As expected, he was
slammed for this, and female
record label executives have
begun calling for him to resign.
To make up for his comment,
Portnow decided to rescind his
comments in a news release
from the Music Academy.
“The Recording Academy
will establish an independent
task force to review every
aspect of what we do as an
organization and identify
where we can do more to
overcome the explicit barriers
and unconscious biases that
impede female advancement
in the music community,” the
release said.
I guess the Grammy
executives
decided
condescension wasn’t the
right approach to dealing
with women’s issues, and that
patronization was a better idea.
Hopefully,
the
next
Grammys can begin to
make some improvements.
But, as we learn every year,
expect anything from the
Grammys and you’ll always
be disappointed.
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Localtopia sheds light on local companies
By Brianna Rodriguez
blrodriguez@mail.usf.edu

I

ndependent
businesses
appear to be dwindling in
a globally focused culture,
but Localtopia hosted its fifth
annual event which showed that
independents continue to thrive
despite corporate competitors.
Localtopia hosted almost
200 vendors at Williams Park
in downtown St. Petersburg
on Saturday. The annual
event focuses on bringing
the community together to
celebrate local companies
and their positive impact on
the community.
“I have been in the
business for 40 years,” said
Louise Hamilton, store owner
of Great American Natural
Products. “We started off by
sampling, educating and being
service oriented. Because of
that, we have people who tell
other people about us so I
have never had to advertise.”
The event is organized by a
non-profit organization called
Keep St. Petersburg Local,

which promotes buying and
selling locally in order to
sustain the local economy.
Localtopia gave businesses
the opportunity to educate the
public about their services
while selling their products.
Hamilton has owned her
natural products store for
almost 35 years. The most
advertising that she’s had to
do was provide a few free
lectures to educate others.
She has traveled all over
the country educating people
on the benefits of using herbs
and oils to heal the body. Her
products currently cannot
be purchased online but the
option is in the making.
Small
businesses
sometimes need to get
creative with their marketing
strategies. Lorielle Hollaway,
owner of Cultured Books,
uses social media to promote
her business.
“I have gotten a lot of
feedback from people liking
and sharing on Facebook,”
said Hollaway.
Her business focuses on
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USF St. Petersburg graphic design students promote their
art to fundraise for their senior project.

BRIANNA RODRIGUEZ | THE CROW’S NEST

Melane Nelson, owner of Growing Up, promotes her business that fosters the creativity and
imagination of children. She aims to build a community of moms and dads in the St. Petersburg area through her shop.

promoting multicultural books
to the community.
She was first inspired
by this idea after taking an
anthropology class in college.
She began to search for her
own way to promote her
activism in a way that inspired
others to do the same.
Hollaway
began
her
business with her two
daughters to promote diversity
through children’s books. She
currently sells her books at
markets and events but aims
to open up a local shop and
sell online.
An invaluable aspect
of promoting small, local
businesses is networking.
Small businesses target the
idea of creating a community.
Melane Nelson, owner
of Growing Up, took the
initiative to start her own
business after her son was
born because she wanted to
use renewable cloth diapers,
but there was no place that
sold these items locally.
She then created her
business, which emphasizes
using
parent-owned
companies as the source of
her products.
She then created her
business and aimed to source

parent-owned companies. She
began with mother-owned
companies, such as Free To
Be Kids, that focus on nongender specific items.
Nelson then also included
father-owned
companies.
Nelson explained that all of
the toys sold at her store are
focused on imagine play and

don’t require batteries and
aren’t electronic.
“Majority of our business
is local,” said Nelson. “We
are more of a touch and feel
business. We also have a play
space in our shop. It is really
about building community
with us.”
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Peter Sather, senior graphic design student educates customers on the art of calligraphy.

W hat to do t h i s week: Feb. 5 - Fe b. 1 1

By Ashley Campbell
Contributor

MONDAY
Interested in USF St.
Petersburg’s
alternative
spring
break
ExLabs
program? Today is the last
day to apply. This program
is a full-time, week-long
classroom-style bootcamp
over spring break 2018
and is open to all majors.
It teaches students about
problem solving, leadership,
diversity and inclusion,
networking, data analytics
and more. This competition
will have transportation
provided from the USF St.
Petersburg campus and the
winning team will take home
a Cisco training package
worth over $2,000.

TUESDAY
Today is the HAB Market
in the USC from 11 a.m. until
1 p.m. Free promotion items
will be handed out, including
hats and notebooks. There
will also be free snacks!
Flyers for upcoming events
will be posted, and you can
even sign up for committees!
Also today in The Reef at 7
p.m., head out and play some
of the RHA Valentine’s Day
bingo!
WEDNESDAY
Looking for a new job
on or off campus? There
is a job and internship
fair today in the USC
ballrooms from 9 a.m. until
2 p.m. Representatives
from BayCare, Enterprise,
Northwestern
Mutual
and Tijuana Flats will be

there, as well as over 80
other employers offering
jobs and internships. Free
professional
clothing
rentals and headshots will
be available on site as well
as free resume printing.
THURSDAY
Are you a fan of the
Marvel movie franchise and
have not been able to see
the latest Thor movie? “Thor
Ragnarok” will be playing at
8 p.m. at Harborwalk. There
will be free snacks, drinks
and popcorn. This event is
outside, so remember to
bring a blanket if you plan
on sitting in the front row.
FRIDAY
Today is the start of the
three-day Greek Festival
that will be held until

Sunday. The festival is
hosted by St. Stefanos
Greek Church and there
will be music, food and
dancing. There will be
over 20 vendors serving
homemade food and a
live DJ! Free greek dancing
lessons will be offered as
well. As for prizes, there
will be a silent auction and
a $2,500 cash raffle. This
event is both indoors and
outdoors, rain or shine.
SATURDAY
Tonight
at
Jannus
Live from 8 p.m. until
midnight, there will be
a free Nirvana tribute
band, where no ticket is
necessary for entry. Today
is also the second day of
the Greek Festival and

the second saturday
ArtWalk.
ArtWalk
is
going to display glass trail
artwork, and it is a rain or
shine event from 5 p.m.
until 9 p.m. There will
be free parking and free
ArtWalk trolleys that will
circle the art districts and
stop every half hour.

SUNDAY
Singer,
songwriter,
humorist and small town
philosopher Antsy McClain
will be performing at the
Hideaway Cafe. Doors
open at 2 p.m., and his
show starts at 3:30 p.m.
The ticket range is from $18
to $25. Today is also the last
day of the Greek Festival.
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St. Petersburg legislators and city
council oppose consolidation

By Jeffrey Waitkevich
jwaitkevich@mail.usf.edu

T

he St. Petersburg City
Council and two state
legislators from the city
have joined the chorus of Pinellas County leaders calling
for lawmakers to pump the
brakes on a bill that would
abolish the separate accreditations of USF St. Petersburg
and USF Sarasota-Manatee.
In a resolution adopted
last week, the City Council
urged the Legislature to kill
the proposal for now and instead fund a study to ensure
“the most successful future”
for the St. Petersburg campus
and the potential impacts on
“our local community and our
regional economy.”
The council also called for
greater St. Petersburg representation on the 13-member
Board of Trustees that governs
the USF system.
According to the USF website, only one trustee lives in
Pinellas County – Stephanie Goforth, a St. Petersburg

banker who lives in Gulfport.
The council’s concerns
echo those already expressed
by the Pinellas County Commission, the St. Petersburg
Area Chamber of Commerce,
the Pinellas County Economic Development Council, the
Dali Museum and retired faculty and staff on the St. Petersburg campus.
And now state Rep. Ben
Diamond and Sen. Darryl
Rouson, both Democrats from
St. Petersburg, have joined
that list.
In a letter to Brian Lamb,
the chairman of the Board of
Trustees, the two lawmakers warned that the proposed
consolidation of the three
campuses “would have many
consequences, some intended,
and many unintended.”
Because of that, they said,
the proposed changes need
to be thoroughly debated, not
rushed through the Legislature.
They called for creation of a
study committee composed of
student, faculty and administrators from all three campuses

COURTSEY OF BEN DIAMOND

Rep. Ben Diamond (left) and Ken Welch (right) wrote a letter to the USF Board of Trustees
addressing concerns in the consolidated accreditation bill.

and business leaders from Hillsborough, Pinellas, Manatee
and Sarasota counties.
If consolidation of the three
campuses is in the best interests of their students, Diamond
and Rouson said, that would
raise these key questions:
How should the Board of
Trustees be changed to ensure

appropriate
representation
from all four counties? How
would budget decisions be
made in Tampa? And what role
would St. Petersburg’s student
and faculty leaders have?
“This is not a partisan matter,” Diamond and Rouson
wrote. “It is one of education.”
At a meeting with students

at USF St. Petersburg on Jan.
26, Diamond said, “I want to
be a champion for you guys.”
“I’m concerned about the
way this sort of just appeared
on the scene,” said Diamond.
“Which is part of why I’m
trying to sit down and talk to
people about it.”

Pinellas County commissioner
concerned over changes to alma mater
By Michael Moore Jr.
michaelmoor@mail.usf.edu

K

en Welch graduated
from
USF
St.
Petersburg in 1985,
21 years before the tiny
Bayboro campus was awarded
separate accreditation – and
considerable independence –
by the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools.
Now, the veteran Pinellas
County commissioner is worried
about losing his alma mater to
the control of administrators in
Tampa. And, more importantly,
he’s worried about losing a
university attuned and committed
to the higher education needs of
its community.
“As a fellow Bull, I
understand the unique and
special culture of USFSP,”
Welch said in an interview
with The Crow’s Nest. “It
provides opportunities to
Pinellas students and those
outside the area, but I think
it has uniquely matured here
over the last decade.”
Welch, a native and thirdgeneration resident of St.
Petersburg, was elected to
the County Commission in
2000 and re-elected every
four years since then. His
late father, David Welch,
served three terms on the St.
Petersburg City Council in
the 1980s and 1990s.
Over the years, the St.
Petersburg
campus
has
taken pride in accepting and
educating students who might

have trouble gaining admission
to larger state universities.
That includes older, nontraditional students who take
one or two classes at a time,
minority students, and students
with intellectual disabilities.
Now Welch and other
champions of USFSP worry
that consolidation of the
three USF campuses under
Tampa and the quest for extra
funding as a pre-eminent state
university would create a
“barrier for entry” for some
Pinellas residents seeking
higher education on the St.
Petersburg campus.
“The access that the
university
provides
to
Pinellas (students) should
be protected,” Welch said.
“The response shows that
many in the community are
committed to protecting it.
They’ve got to stay vocal and
stay involved as the process
goes forward, because their
voice does matter.”
That theme was also
invoked by the St. Petersburg
City Council, which cited
“questions about enrollment
and minority access” last
week in a resolution urging
the Legislature to postpone
the proposal until it can be
thoroughly studied.
In a letter to fellow
lawmakers urging a delay,
state Rep. Ben Diamond and
Sen. Darryl Rouson, both St.
Petersburg Democrats, also
asked how the proposal would
affect admissions and “access
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Ken Welch graduated from USFSP in 1985 and was elected to Pinellas County Comission in
2000. He is wary of plans to consolidate the USF campuses.

by minority students.”
The Pinellas County
Economic
Development
Council, a coalition of
business
and
political
leaders, has also called for
delay and more study. Welch
is its chairman.
In a letter signed by Welch,
the development council
expressed concerns over
the proposed consolidation,
noting that USFSP gained
its separate accreditation
after “years of thoughtful
discussion and planning.”
“There has simply
not been adequate time to
properly evaluate and discuss
the proposed legislation,” the
letter says.
While Welch acknowledges
that there may be advantages
to the potential USF merger,
he also mentions the potential

disadvantages, namely the
loss of control in the decisionmaking process in course
offerings, majors and degrees.
“These issues are of
particular interest and concern
to our industrial base,” the
letter reads.
The county commissioner
has watched the campus
mature and struggle to get
to the point where it can
best meet the needs of those
in Pinellas County. He says
that the campus has made
big strides over the years and
that he’s not interested in
going backward.
He says it’s working just
fine the way it is now.
“I need to have some
very solid assurances that
this would continue to be the
case under this realignment,”
Welch said. “USFSP is doing

a great job at providing the
kind of education that our
students deserve and that
frankly wasn’t available to
me in 1981.”
Welch did the first two
years of his undergraduate
education at Tampa since
USFSP didn’t have a fouryear accounting program at
the time. The campus now
offers both a bachelor of
arts and bachelor of science
in accounting.
While he is open to
discussing the sensibility of a
merger, Welch says, that should
come before such sweeping
legislation is introduced.
“If having a voice at the
table matters,” he said, “then it
should matter at the beginning
of the process and not just at
the end of it.”

